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Homemade lemonade 
A great recipe for using your homemade 
lemons and creating a very refreshing 

summer drink. 
Ingredients 

The juice of 4 lemons and   2 oranges 
250gms of sugar 

1.5-2litres of water 
 

Method 
Dissolve 225ml of water in a saucepan 
with the sugar and boil for two to three 

minutes. 
Leave to cool.  

When cool add this syrup to the fruit 
juice. Top up with the water and ice 

 before serving. 
 

General information 
Citrus are very rewarding plants to grow. 

They are lovely evergreen plants often with 
highly scented flowers. In addition to that 
there is the potential to either pick an or-
ange or a lemon for your Gin and Tonic! 

One of the biggest problems with growing  
Citrus fruit is trying to grow them indoors 
all year around. This can cause all sorts of  
problems such as mealy bug and whitefly. 
This has led some to consider them a diffi-
cult plant to grow. As long as you follow 
our guidelines then you should achieve 

great results.  
In a nutshell 

For the best results follow these quick 
points: 

· Do not over water keep just moist 
· Keep well fed at all times 
· Keep out of draughts 
· Stand outside in the summer 
· Only bring inside in the colder 

months 



 
 

Where to grow them 
All Citrus will grow much better as patio plants 
in a sheltered sunny position outside. They only 
really need to be taken inside when the weather 
is very cold. Perhaps the favourite Lemon is a 
variety called Meyer as this is reputed to be 

hardy to minus 7°C. However all the Citrus that 
we offer for sale should grow well as long as 

you follow our guidelines. 
 

What to grow them in 
Citrus bushes and trees can be grown in most 

containers but they are easiest in unglazed 
terracotta pots. These pots help the plant’s roots 
to breathe and also helps to stop the roots from 
getting too soggy—something that they will not 

tolerate.  
Pot them on using a John Innes no 2 compost. 
This is a soil based compost so they will not 

need so much watering as the soil will retain a 
certain amount of moisture. Make sure to use 

crocks over the drainage holes in the 
 bottom of the pots. We often use old  

polystyrene for this purpose.  This is a great 
product as not only does it help with the 

drainage but is also very light therefore 
making it easier to move the plants 

around.  
 

What to feed them with 
Citrus trees are actively growing most 

of the year round. There is quite a lot of 
advice about the feeding of these plants 

and some sources suggest that you 
should use a winter and a summer 

feed—changing these when you change 
the clocks! We are certainly not going 

Lack of flowers 
This is usually attributed to one of the 

 following causes: being too cold, erratic 
 watering, lack of feed or low light levels. 

  
Flowers falling off before the fruit sets. 

This is normally caused either by dry roots or 
lack of humidity. To overcome this keep the 

compost moist at all times and mist the leaves 
once or twice a day. 

 

 
 
 
 

Yellow leaves 
Primary  

reasons for  this 
is over or under  

watering, 
draughts or cold 

exposure or 
poor  

nutrition. 
 

Excessive leaf fall 
This can be a common problem but as long as 

the plants are not over or under 
 watered but just kept moist and kept neither 
too hot or cold and out of draughts then this 

should not be a problem 

to try to persuade you away from adopting this 
sort of  regime but feel it may be slightly 

unnecessary. What we suggest is using a good 
balanced fertiliser and if that is slow release then 
all the better. We particularly advocate using our 
own Trevena Cross general fertiliser as this is a 

good balanced fertiliser with all the trace 
elements that your plants should need. 

 
Flowering and Fruiting 

Citrus plants produce most of their  
flowers in the winter—usually around  

December to February but most varieties 
will flower on and off throughout the 

year. These flowers are very  
fragrant and warmth is the main 

contributing factor to good flower 
 production. The flowers are  

bisexual so therefore do not need cross 
pollination. Fruits can take most of the 

year to fully develop. 
 

Things that may go wrong 
Potential problems could be amongst the 

 following.  
 

Red Spider Mite 
This is one of the most common 
problems and is caused by very 
dry air. Usually most common 

inside the conservatory or 
greenhouse. Natural predators are 

available but the best form of 
control is to keep the humidity 
high. Misting with water 1-2 

times a day will help enormously. 
  


